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parency of its arrangement and the succinctness of its statements, makes 
a very close approach to the precision and condensation of a series of 
tabular views. The history of the Church is divided into successive 
periods, — as the Age of Apologetics (A. D. 80 to 254), of Polemics 
(254 to 730), of Systematic Theology (730 to 1517). Each age, by 
divisions, subdivisions, and sections, is broken up into single topics of 
investigation ; and each section names at the outset the leading author- 
ities on its subject, then states in the fewest words possible the deduc- 
tions drawn from those authorities, and closes with a series of illustrative 
notes, consisting chiefly of quotations and references. The work fills, 
in the apparatus for studying the history of Christian doctrine, very 
nearly the same place which is held unrivalled by Gieseler as to the 
general history of the Church ; and it is no slight indebtedness under 
which Professor Smith has placed American theologians in giving them 
the two most available reference-books of their kind in editions which 
bear so numerous and ample tokens of his faithful editorial labor, — to 
say nothing here of the work peculiarly his own to which in the earlier 
pages of this number justice has been done by another pen. 

In a history of doctrines we are concerned to know something of the 
author's dogmatic position, since, however candid he may be, his point 
of view and his antecedent opinions cannot but atfect his estimate of 
rival authorities and conflicting statements. In this respect Hagenbach 
commands our confidence. He stands midway between the Tubingen 
school and the extreme wing of orthodoxy, — a position in which he is 
the most likely to be free from unconscious biases and from the pervert- 
ing influences of party spirit ; and, so far as we can judge, he seems to 
us eminently impartial, and mainly solicitous to present through a per 
fectly translucent medium the actual testimony of Christian antiquity. 



21. — The Pulpit of the American Revolution: or, The Political Ser- 
mons of the Period of 1776. With a Historical Introduction, Notes, 
and Illustrations. By John Win gate Thornton, A. M. Boston: 
Gould and Lincoln. 1860. 12mo. pp. 537. 

The American pulpit bore a very large part in producing the state 
of opinion and feeling which prepared the way for the Revolution, and 
in sustaining the spirit of unfaltering patriotism during the conflict with 
the mother country. Especially the Congregational clergy of New 
England, with few and insignificant exceptions, were active and earnest 
champions of freedom, and many of them were not only defenders of 
the popular cause from the pulpit, but associates of our statesmen in 
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counsel and of our generals in the field. The volume before us is a 
unique and rich contribution to the history of that period. The Intro- 
duction is a history of the relations of the clergy to popular rights, from 
the days of Archbishop Laud to the close of the last century. Each of 
the sermons also has prefixed to it an historical preface, and is garnished 
with illustrative notes by the editoi\ Of the nine sermons here given, 
while all are able, strong, and earnest, the first and the last deserve es- 
pecial comment. The first is Dr. Mayhew's sermon on " Unlimited 
Submission and Non-Resistance to the Higher Powers," delivered on 
the anniversary of the "Martyrdom" of Charles I., in 1750. It is 
memorable as the first unequivocal utterance of revolutionary senti- 
ments in New England, and as having led and shaped public opinion, 
instead of being the mere echo of prevailing sentiment. It is equally 
memorable for close and trenchant argument, drawing the sharp line 
between the use and the abuse of power, and between obedience to 
rightful authority and submission to usurped and arbitrary sway. It 
was a sermon which must either have convinced the hearers or ban- 
ished the preacher. No one could have dared to give it utterance who 
had not a sublime confidence in the majesty and might of truth, and a 
prophetic prescience of its certain and speedy triumph. 

The last sermon in the volume is Dr. Stiles's Election Sermon, 
preached at Hartford in 1783, and entitled " The United States ele- 
vated to Glory and Honor." It is in' some respects the most remark- 
able sermon ever preached. One would think the sun must have gone 
down before it was ended ; for it occupies one hundred and twenty 
pages in Mr. Thornton's volume. It is easier to specify the subjects 
it omits than those of which it treats. It is devoted mainly (though 
with numerous digressions) to a prospective view of our country's 
greatness ; and the preacher assumes the position of a seer, and looks 
down through the vista of centuries, predicting not only all which we 
have yet attained, but the immeasurably higher glory which lies before 
us, if we can but weather the present fearful crisis, and recommence our 
career as a united people with the lessons of our dire experience to 
weld the compact now trembling toward dissolution. In the course of 
this sermon occurs the apostrophe to Washington, which has often been 
quoted as a specimen of grandiloquence, but which evidently flowed in 
an access of unfeigned fervor from the preacher's heart, flooding the 
barriers of pure taste and chaste rhetoric, which on no other theme 
would have been overpassed by so ripe a scholar and so grave a divine. 
We quote a portion of this wonderful rhapsody : — 

" O Washington ! how do I love thy name ! How often have I adored and 
blessed thy God for forming thee the great ornament of human kind ! Up- 
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held and protected by the Omnipotent, by the Lord of hosts, thou hast been 
sustained and carried through one of the most arduous and most important 
wars in all history. The world and posterity will with admiration contem- 
plate thy deliberate, cool, and stable judgment, thy virtues, thy valor, and 
heroic achievements, as far surpassing those of a Cyrus, whom the world loved 
and adored. The sound of thy fame shall go out into all the earth, and ex- 
tend to distant ages. Thou hast convinced the world of the beauty of virtue ; 
for in thee this virtue shines with distinguished lustre. Those who would not 
recognize any beauty in virtue in the world beside, will yet reverence it in 
thee. There is a glory in thy disinterested benevolence which the greatest 
characters would purchase, if possible, at the expense of worlds, and which 
may excite indeed their emulation, but cannot be felt by the venal great, 
who think everything, even virtue and true glory, may be bought and sold, 
and trace out every action to motives terminating in self, — 
' Find virtue local, all relation scorn ; 
See all in self, and but for self be born.' 
But thou, O Washington ! forgottest thyself when thou lovedst thy bleeding 
country. Not all the gold of Ophir, nor a world filled with rubies and dia- 
monds, could effect or purchase the sublime and noble feelings of thine heart 
in the single self-moved act when thou renouncedst the rewards of generalship, 
and heroically tookest upon thyself the dangerous as well as arduous office of 
our generalissimo, and this at a solemn moment, when thou didst deliberately 
cast the die for the dubious, the very dubious alternative of a gibbet or a tri- 
umphal arch. But, beloved, enshielded, and blessed by the great Melchisedec, 
— the King of righteousness as well as peace, — thou hast triumphed glori- 
ously. Such has been thy military wisdom in the struggles of this arduous 
conflict, — such the noble rectitude, amiableness, and mansuetude of thy char- 
acter, — something is there so singularly glorious and venerable thrown by 
Heaven about thee, — that not only does thy country love thee, but our very 
enemies stop the madness of their fire in full volley, stop the illiberality of 
their slander at thy name, as if rebuked from Heaven with a ' Touch not mine 
anointed, and do my hero no harm ! ' Thy name is of sweeter perfume than 
Arabian spices in the gardens of Persia. A Baron de Steuben shall waft its 
fragrance to the monarch of Prussia ; a Marquis de Lafayette shall waft it to 
a far greater monarch, and diffuse thy renown throughout Europe ; listening 
angels shall catch the odor, waft it to heaven, and perfume the universe." — 
pp. 448, 449. 

22. — A Practical Illustration of " Woman's Right to Labor ; " or, A 
Letter from Marie E. Zakrzewska, M. D., late of Berlin, Prussia. 
Edited by Caroline H. Dall, Author of " Woman's Eight to La- 
bor," " Historical Pictures Retouched," &c., &c. Boston : Walker, 
Wise, & Co. 1860. 16mo. pp.167. 

We regret the form in which this book has appeared. We have 
more than once expressed our high estimate of the worth of Mrs. Dall's 



